
 

We Can, We will --- Be Kind, Be Safe, Be Responsible  

Cactus Valley Elementary - 5th Grade Newsletter 
February 2020 

Science 

 

 
In the month of February your child will be learning about weather and how Earth’s surface changes.  For our 
weather unit we will be focusing on weather patterns and tools along with how meteorologists forecast the 
weather.  Earth’s changing surface allows us to look at such concepts as how water changes the Earth’s surface. 
We will be working hard and our rigor will be bumped up a notch as we prepare for the state test coming up in 
April. Riddle:   
Q:  I make up three-fourths of the universe and almost nothing is known about me.  What am I? 
A:  Dark energy  ☺ 

 

Math  
This month we are taking a deep dive into fractions and 
decimals. We are learning how to multiply and divide fractions 
and decimals. The strategies will most likely be different than 
we learned as adults. Please be flexible as students work 
towards learning more efficient strategies. Look for homework 
helpers as we start to practice decimals and fractions 
independently. As always, I am available after school for help if 
students need it. I'm also happy to answer any questions that 
may come up! Homework comes home on Mondays and is one 
page. It is due the following Monday.  
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Social Studies 

This month, we will be wrapping up our 
13 Colonies Unit. In the next unit, we will 
be diving into the American Revolution. 
The students will be learning about 
different topics ranging from the French 
and Indian War to the Boston Tea Party. 
They will discover the political unrest that 
was happening in the colonies and why 
some wanted to break away and create 
their own country. To make this more 
interactive and fun, the students have 
become colonists and Ms. Ritacco and Ms. 
Thulson are now the Queens of England. 

The kids are earning fake money each day coming to their “jobs” and the queens will begin taxing the students 
tied to certain taxes from history (with some fun and random ones in between). If you get a chance, ask your 
student what they think about the Queens and their rules. :) 

 

Reading and Writing  
We have finally started our Science Fiction Unit! The 
students are reading a story called George’s Secret 
Key to the Universe by Stephen and Lucy Hawking. 
Please ask your student about the exciting adventure 
in this book. For writing, the students will be starting 
their very own science fiction stories. This will be a 
more interactive writing unit. The students were 
given information this week to take home about this 
project. The students will be writing the story at 
school and at home, they will be creating a diorama 
of their main setting. This is for the “Celestial Evening 
with Author’s.” On March 5th, parents and the community will be invited to see the amazing stories and projects 
the students will be putting together.  
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Upcoming Dates and Events 
February 13 - Valentine’s Day Parties  

February 17 - Presidents Day - No School 

February 20 - Are you Smarter than a 5th grader? - 5th Grade Fundraiser  

February 25 - 100th day of School 

March 5th - Celestial Evening with Authors - 6-7 pm at CVE 

 

Are You Smarter Than a Fifth Grader??? 
You are invited to the 5th grade fundraiser on 
Thursday, February 20th. We are raising money 
for the field trip in the spring and our graduation 
ceremony. The fundraiser will be a game of "Are 
You Smarter Than a 5th Grader?"  We will play as 
many games as we can of one adult (16+) playing 
against a team of six 5th graders. The questions 
will come from CMAS questions from grades 1-5. 
There will be an entry fee for spectators 
($3/person or $10/family.) You can also win prizes 
as a participant and a spectator! We will be 
selling pizza, popcorn & beverages, too! If you are 
interested in playing, sign up at 
http://bit.ly/areyousmarter5th. We also need 
volunteers to help with setup, cleanup and 
running concessions. If you are able to volunteer, 
please contact Ms. Israel 970-665-7877 or 
tisrael@garfieldre2.net. This will be a really fun 
event and we hope you can make it! 
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